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The movie “Gladiator” began with the last Roman battle in Germenia. Maximus leads his men to victory and finishes the campaign against Germenia. Emperor Marcus Aurelius is very old and is ready to retire. He wants Maximus to be the next Roman emperor and bring back the republic. He tells his ‘evil’ son Commodus that he will not be named his father’s successor. Commodus kills Marcus and becomes emperor. He orders Maximus and his family to be executed. Maximus escapes and sees his family after they have been crucified and burnt. He is caught by slave traders and sold to a gladiator trainer called Proximo. Maximus is forced to fight in the arena in some ‘no name’ desert province. Maximus does well and is sent with the other surviving gladiators to Rome where they will fight in the Colosseum.
Maximus and the other gladiators trained under Proximo are put on the floor of the Colosseum. They fight in what is called the “Battle of Carthage” as the Carthaginians. The battle was set up so that the Romans had a huge advantage and would win. However, Maximus wins and begins to gain fame in the Colosseum. He is visited by Commodus’ sister and she fills him on a plan to escape and gain the loyalty of the Roman army and do a Julius Caesar and turn the empire back into a republic. The gladiators try to escape and do not succeed. Maximus is caught and forced to fight against Commodus. Commodus plays dirty pool and stabs Maximus in what looked like the lung before the fight even began. Maximus manages to kill the emperor anyway and tells a loyal Senator to make Rome into a republic before he dies and goes to heaven or whatever.
Gladiator created a fairly accurate version of Rome. The battle at the beginning seemed to me to be almost a perfectly accurate Roman battle. The scenes of Rome were very beautiful but exaggerated. Everything in the Hollywood Rome was perfect and clean but it did look somewhat like the Rome in class and so did the provinces. The gladiator fights looked real even though they did not usually have gladiators fight to the death as in the real Colosseum.

Although the plot of the movie was not based in real life, there were some real people in the movie. The one example is Marcus Aurelius who was an emperor of Rome in the middle of Pax Romana. 

Overall my opinion of Gladiator is that it was a good movie. It accurately portrayed Rome (for a Hollywood movie). The scriptwriters tried to make this film accurate but placed entertainment value as their first priority. They did successfully portray Rome and the movie is a moderately good teaching tool.
